February 7, 2014
Dear Parents & Guardians, 

I am excited to tell you that on Monday, we will be starting a social studies unit on the Midwest region of the United States. In this unit, your child will learn about where the Midwest region is, what resources it has, and the history of the settlers. We will be discussing the impact agriculture has on the Midwest’s economy and the surplus of fresh water in this region. Not only will we be learn about the geography of the Midwest, but also the history of how the Midwest came to be and why the Ojibwa and later the Europeans migrated to the region.

The goal of this unit is to help your child have a holistic understanding of the region and its systems. It helps them to explain the issues occurring in this region, including climate, economic and cultural issues. When travelling, it can help to plan trips and decide where one should go based on climate, land and weather. It also is useful when you are looking for a specific job. For example, if you are looking for a job in the agriculture business, you would probably want to look in the Midwest. Knowing the history of the Midwest will help explain the cultures that are present in the region and why people live in the area. Also, knowing the resources that are around you is useful to be a better citizen because you can better help your community to preserve resources. 
All work that we do during this unit will be completed in class. Therefore, there will not be any homework to do outside of class. Most assignments that we do will be completed in groups, but you should be expecting completed and graded class work coming home in the next few weeks from the unit.

I encourage you to talk about the Midwest region at home; I promote students to contribute to their learning by sharing new knowledge with the class that we have not discussed yet. There is so much to learn about the Midwest region in such a small amount of time, so it would be a great idea to review concepts at home. Something as little as ‘What did you learn in social studies today?’ could be an enormous help to your student’s learning and success in this unit. There are also many great videos on YouTube.com that students can watch about the Midwest region by just searching ‘Midwest region’. To quiz your child on the states in the region, go to:
http://www.purposegames.com/game/midwestern-states-quiz. The internet is a fantastic resource for information and activities about the Midwest region.
I am ecstatic to start teaching your child about the Midwest region! We may know a lot about Michigan, but there are 11 other states that also offer a lot for the region. By the end of the unit, I hope that your child will be able identify the characteristics of this region and have a great .
If you have any questions regarding this unit, feel free to call me at (517)755-1550 or email me at lepkows2@gmail.com. I would be glad to provide you with more at-home resources for both you and your student if you are interested. 

Ms. Lepkowski

